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called the law of evidence; a law very excellently calcu-
lated for the preservation of the lives of his majesty's
roguish subjects, and most notably used for that purpose.

But though by common law the attorney was honour-
ably acquitted 5 yet, as common sense manifested to every
one that he was guilty, he unhappily lost his reputation,
and of consequence Ms business; the chagrin of which
latter soon put an end to his life.

This prosecution had been attended with a very great
expense-; for, besides the ordinary costs of avoiding the
gallows by the help of the law, there was a very high
article, of no less than a thousand pounds, paid down to
remove out of the way a witness, against whom there
was no legal exception. The poor gentleman had besides
suffered some losses in business; so that, to the surprise
of all his acquaintance, when his debts were paid, there
remained no more than a small estate of fourscore pounds.
a year, which he settled upon his daughter, far out of the
reach of her husband, and about two hundred pounds in
money.

The old gentleman had not long been in his grave
before Trent set himself to consider seriously of the
state of his affairs. He had lately begun to look on his
wife with a much less degree of liking and desire than
formerly; for he was one of those who think too much
of one thing is good for nothing. Indeed, he had
indulged these speculations so far, that, I believe, his
wife, though one of the prettiest women in town, was the
last subject that he would have chosen for any amorous
dalliance.

Many other persons, however, greatly differed from
him in this opinion. Amongst the rest was the illustrious
peer of amorous memory. This noble peer, having there-
fore got a view of Mrs. Trent one day in the street, did,
by means of an emissary then witK Mm, make, himself
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